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THE BLESSING OF JACOB (GENESIS 29-30) 
 
After his conversion, Jacob moved on and came to the land of his ancestors.  He had 

nothing in his hands but the Promise from Abraham’s God.  But he will discover that this 
is all that he will need.   

It’s in Jacob’s life that we learn what it’s like to be the Firstborn son of the Covenant.  
We’ve already seen the necessary steps leading up to his status as Heir: Jacob, though 
second-born biologically, nevertheless inherited the Firstborn’s rights through a 
“deception” – by looking like his brother Esau.  Next he undergoes a spiritual 
transformation when he met the God of his forefathers and, from his hand, formally 
inherited the Covenant.  So now we have the heir identified and chosen (though 
undeserving), and then converted.   

When Jacob goes to Haran he learns what it’s like to be God’s Covenant heir.  There 
are basically three aspects to this new life: a child of God living in this fallen world, the 
character of the Firstborn, and the Father caring for his son.  Being the Firstborn is not 
going to be a “normal” life; it isn’t what the rest of the people of this world experience 
from day to day.  When God calls his children to a new life with him, their character 
changes, the situations in life become full of spiritual significance, the world itself takes 
on a different light as they oppose the forces of darkness and put their hope and faith in a 
world beyond this one.  Heaven and earth come together in the Heir, and extraordinary 
things happen that could not have happened on their own.   

What does it look like to be God’s Firstborn son?  The identity, the character, and the 
relationship with God that are involved in that concept were spelled out in the names of 
Jacob’s sons.  The nation of Abraham’s heirs would be known forever as Israel, the 
children of Jacob.  The Israelites were called “the children of Jacob” and “the sons of 
Jacob” more times than that of all the other Patriarchs put together.  Even in the New 
Testament the names of the sons of Jacob are the key to our entrance into the Heavenly 
Jerusalem.    

So the experience of Jacob as Heir is a pattern for all the children of Abraham, Old 
and New Testament, Israel and the Church. 

 
Living in this fallen world  

(29:1-30) 
At first Jacob thought that he could 

return to live with his family and make a 
decent living.  His idea was that he 
would be a help to them, and they would 
take care of him.   

But the truth was not so optimistic.  
His uncle Laban was a schemer from the 
very beginning; he saw a financial 

opportunity in his young nephew and he 
had absolutely no scruples against using 
Jacob for his own ends.   

When Jacob agreed to work for 
seven years for the privilege of marrying 
Rachel, he was handing Laban a one-
sided bargain (does this show his 
developing spiritual character?).  Laban 
grew richer because Jacob was willingly 
giving up his time and energies for the 
family’s benefit, while getting nothing 



for himself for those seven years.  A 
“caring uncle” would have let Jacob 
marry first and then work seven years.  

When the day of marriage came and 
Laban deceitfully switched girls on 
Jacob, we see even more how 
manipulative Laban was – he required 
yet another seven years labor for the girl 
that Jacob had already worked for!  The 
problem was that there was nothing that 
Jacob could do about any of this because 
the patriarch of the family was the law in 
those days.  

Jacob experienced what all new 
believers experience in this world: we 
have no friends here.  The world is our 
enemy now.  On the surface they can 
appear friendly, even helpful, but it’s 
only a cover for self-interest.  People 
either want to use us for their own 
purposes, or they will trample over us 
when we get in their way.  There is no 
altruism in a fallen world.  “Self” is their 
god.  

Here are the facts about our 
unbelieving families.  

• They care only for themselves.  
Laban’s highest priority was himself, 
not the Covenant of Abraham or his 
heirs.  The people of the world care 
only for the things of this world, and 
how they can get more of it.  They 
work for their bellies, money and 
pleasure are their gods, and people 
are expendable to them.  They are 
not interested in God, or the Word, 
or morals, or justice – at least when 
these things threaten the lifestyle 
they are after.  They aren’t interested 
in promoting someone’s spiritual 
growth; they care nothing for the 
Kingdom of God or the glory of 
God.  They couldn’t be less 
interested in God’s spiritual world or 
his treasures.  

This is a difficult world for God’s 
children to fit into.  When the people 
of this world are so focused on 
materialism, their own comforts, 
their own glory – how does one live 
alongside that when we are so 
focused on God instead?  Even the 
same words mean different things to 
each side!  Not only are the world 
views radically different, it’s 
inevitable that there will be clashes 
along the way.  

• They will lie and manipulate to get 
what they want. We only get a full 
idea of Laban’s true motivation near 
the end of the story, after years of 
lying to Jacob and using him.  He 
started out seemingly as the 
concerned uncle, anxious to help his 
nephew.  But over the years (as 
Jacob later described it) he cheated 
his nephew over and over, forced 
him to accept all the losses, and 
would have willingly bankrupted 
him if possible.   
The “have a nice day” mentality of 
the world is a superficial cover for a 
reality that is far uglier: what’s yours 
is going to belong to them one way 
or another before they’re done with 
you.  Giving is not in their nature; 
taking and getting richer and more 
comfortable at your expense is how 
they play their game.  The deceitful 
and the wicked get rich in this world, 
not the righteous; the way the rules 
are set up (and they are set up by the 
unscrupulous and materialistic), all 
the wealth goes to the ones on top, 
and the sheep are fleeced in the 
process.  They don’t get rich by 
being nice people: “Are not the rich 
the ones who oppress you, and the 
ones who drag you into court? Are 
they not the ones who blaspheme the 



honorable name by which you were 
called?” (James 2:6-7) 

If you play by the world’s rules, they 
take advantage of your “weakness” 
and demand more.  In other words, 
there’s only one winner in the game, 
and he wins by climbing up everyone 
else’s back.  In a dog-eat-dog world, 
competition rules and the weak are 
the losers.   

This happens to everybody, of 
course, because the people of the 
world don’t even like each other, and 
they have no scruples against 
deceiving one another for their own 
ends.  It’s the way this world works.  
But it’s particularly difficult for 
Christians to live in this world, 
because (by God’s rules) we’re 
supposed to love our neighbor, pray 
for his welfare, look out for his 
interests, do whatever we can to help 
him – and of course that fits right in 
with what our neighbor wants us to 
do.  It makes us “weak” in his eyes, 
and easy to manipulate and take 
advantage of.   

• They hate your God – and therefore 
you also.  The relationship between 
Jacob and Laban never did improve.  
What alienated them, of course, was 
the fact that they were each on a 
different track in life: Laban was 
looking out for himself, and Jacob 
was following his God.   

Believers have a life-line to Heaven.  
This means they will do things, and 
say things, that are inexplicable and 
many times irritating to the pagans 
they live around.  We don’t need 
them, we need God – and he supplies 
what we need without the world’s 
help.  We follow his commands, we 
live as he expects his children to live 
– and that condemns the immorality 

and materialism of the unbeliever.  
We put our hope in the next world, 
not this one; and this world, that 
unbelievers love so deeply, is a foul 
place to us.  So we are a “stench” in 
the unbeliever’s nostrils (as Paul put 
it); we just don’t fit in.  And that just 
bothers the unbeliever to the point 
that he simply won’t let it go.  The 
only thing that prevented Laban from 
killing Jacob in the end was the hand 
of God.  One would have thought 
that Laban would have softened up 
and repented when God stepped in 
and threatened him, but the world 
never repents of its rebellion and sin.  
They will go to the grave hating us.  

Though we would have expected a 
stranger to treat Jacob this way, one 
would think that family would be 
important to Laban and that he would do 
at least one nice thing for his nephew.  
But family suffers the same fate with the 
rest of the fallen world: they too are 
alienated from God, and dead in sin.  
They won’t treat Christians any nicer 
than the pagans down the street will treat 
them; being family makes no difference.  
In fact, a Christian in a family full of 
unbelievers will prove to be a thorn in 
their flesh, an irritation reminding them 
of God, which makes them a pain to be 
around.  “‘Where did this man get this 
wisdom and these mighty works? Is not 
this the carpenter’s son? Is not his 
mother called Mary? And are not his 
brothers James and Joseph and Simon 
and Judas? And are not all his sisters 
with us? Where then did this man get all 
these things?’ And they took offense at 
him.” (Matthew 13:54-57) 

Believers are in a new Family now, 
and they have different needs.  The new 
Family of God deals with a new world, 
new resources, new values, a new 
agenda and a new point of view.  The 



lines are drawn in different places now.  
So there will always be war within birth-
families when it comes to the Christian 
faith.   

A person’s enemies will be 
those of his own household. 
(Matthew 10:36) 
It’s not as if Jesus is against the 

family; it is, after all, deliberately 
patterned after the one in Heaven. 
(Ephesians 3:14-15)  But he’s a realist: 
don’t expect that your family will follow 
you as you follow Christ – in fact they 
rarely will.1     

Children of God enjoy a new status – 
they are the “favored ones” of their 
Father in Heaven.  They have a new 
Mission that they’re working on, one 
which this world has no interest in.  So 
in contrast to how the world treats them, 
the Family of God treat each other with 
love and compassion.  

So if there is any encouragement in 
Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any 
affection and sympathy, complete 
my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each 

                                                
1 There are approximately 15 unique passages in 
the Gospels that record Christ’s thoughts on, or 
actions toward, the family (Matt. 8:21-22 [Lk. 
9:60]; Matt. 10:21 [Mk. 13:12; Lk. 21:16]; Matt. 
10:35 [Lk. 12:51-53]; Matt. 10:37; Matt. 12:46-
50 [Mk. 3:31-35; Lk. 8:19-21]; Matt. 13:57 [Mk. 
6:4]; Matt. 15:3-6 [Mk. 7:9-13]; Matt. 19:3-12 
[Mk. 10:2-12; Lk. 16:18]; Matt. 19:29 [Mk. 
10:29-30; Lk. 18:28-30]; Matt. 22:30 [Mk. 
12:25; Lk. 20:35]; Mk. 3:21; Lk. 9:61; Lk. 
12:13-15; Lk. 14:26; Jn. 7:5; Jn. 19:26-27), and 
they all show him either non-committal or 
negative about the subject. 

of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of 
others. (Philippians 2:1-4) 

This theme of God’s people living in 
a pagan, hostile world runs through the 
entire Bible because it is so fundamental 
an aspect of our daily lives.  It’s the first 
hard reality we have to go through as 
young Christians.  We have to know the 
truth about it, and know what to expect 
at their hands, and know how to act if we 
want to keep our faith intact.  In other 
words, don’t look for what you need 
from this world – nobody really cares 
about you, family or friends.  There is 
another Friend and Father you need to 
turn to.  

 
The character of the Firstborn 

(29:31-30:24) 
In all there were four women by 

whom Jacob had children: Leah, Zilpah, 
Rachel, and Bilhah.  From them came 
twelve sons and one daughter.   

Many commentators and teachers 
have put forth their opinions on this 
arrangement, as if Jacob owes the 
modern Church an apology for his 
multiple wives.  But that’s not our 
objective here.  The story is not about 
how he got his children, but who makes 
up the Family of the sons of Jacob.  
Notice that the story carefully notes the 
name of each son, and the meaning of 
that name, as if the meaning has 
significance to the story.  Let’s not 
ignore what the Author is making plain 
to us.  

Given the fact that the children of 
Abraham would forever be known as the 
Twelve Tribes of Israel (each name was 
always carefully marked on the map), 
and that the Heavenly Jerusalem, of such 
importance to modern Christians, has 



twelve gates bearing those same names 
(Revelation 21:12-13 – obviously 
showing that the names describe the 
character of those who enter the City), 
then we have to slow down and learn 
why the sons were given these names.  
So let’s put all these signs from Genesis 
to Revelation together: we can conclude 
that the children of Jacob, Old and New 
Testament, are characterized collectively 
by these twelve names.  It’s a full 
description, because each child of the 
Covenant has to possess all twelve 
characteristics to qualify as the Firstborn 
son – that is, an heir of Jacob.  So each 
name shows a different facet of their 
character as the Firstborn, and the 
special relationship to their Father in 
Heaven.   

Keep in mind that the purpose of the 
stories of Genesis is to teach us the 
eternal principles of the Covenant, 
concepts that will carry across the rest of 
Old Testament history as well as in the 
life of the Church.  The fact that, for 
example, Reuben’s name means that the 
heir of the Covenant is nothing less than 
a son of God doesn’t mean Reuben 
himself lived up to this special status (in 
fact he failed).  The point is that all 
believers are children of God and 
nothing less.  This is the goal, the status, 
the calling, even if individuals failed 
their calling.2  

Who is Israel, really?  These names 
describe the Son of God, the Heir of the 
Covenant, in all his aspects.  

• Reuben – “Behold, a son!”  The first 
son of Leah, we are told, came into 
the world by the hand of God. “He 
opened her womb.”  The point isn’t 

                                                
2  We know this because they describe Christ, 
the eternal Son, in whom all believers are joined 
together as the Firstborn Son.  

just that God is giving her a son, 
however, but he will be a son of God 
– a child of his own called by his 
Name.  God is lifting man up to enter 
into his own House.3  Instead of an 
earthly father who can give us no 
more than what this world provides, 
we now have God as our Father who 
will give us himself – the fullness of 
God, the glory of God, a life with 
God in his presence at his right hand.  
Israel would experience this unique 
status later in her history with the 
Temple in Jerusalem.  This new son 
of God will live in two worlds now: 
he walks “in the presence of God”, 
because through God’s Spirit the 
eternal Son lives in him, enabling him 
to do spiritual works pleasing to his 
Father in Heaven.  

• Simeon – “The LORD has heard me.”  
Prayer is a critical part of the 
relationship between son and Father.  
The two of them talk.  Our Family tie 
to God is seen most clearly in the 
constant communication between us 
and the Father over the Family 
concerns and God’s glory and the 
growth of God’s Kingdom.  Father 
and son share the same interests, they 
love each other, they love to spend 
time with each other.  The son is 
constantly listening and learning from 
the Father; and the Father wants to 
know if his son understands him.  He 
wants to include us in on his 
Kingdom work, so of course our 
requests should center on the kinds of 
things that kings and their sons talk 
about between themselves in their 
families (not the trivia that most 

                                                
3  And ultimately, of course, as a Family living 
with God in Heaven, by uniting God and man 
together in Christ – being made “partakers of the 
divine nature.” (2 Peter 1:4) 



people fill their prayers with).   It’s a 
private relationship, but it depends 
completely on both sides being 
willing to take each other seriously. 
They are, after all, interested in the 
same thing.  So when the son comes 
to God (with the Mission, of course – 
he would come with nothing else!), 
God hears him and gives him 
whatever he asks for. 

• Levi – “I am joined to my Husband.”  
By nature, man can’t possibly 
experience the fullness of God; he is 
spiritual, and we are physical.  We are 
creatures, he is the only God.  But the 
fact of the Trinity opens up a 
possibility for us: the Son can 
experience the fullness of the Father.  
So the Father gave the Son a Bride – 
the Church – the company of 
redeemed humanity who become one 
with their husband: “And the two 
shall become one flesh.” (Genesis 
2:24)  Now whatever the Son has, the 
Bride also has – in its fullness.  As the 
Son knows the Father, so will all 
believers who are one with his Body. 
(Ephesians 5:23) His life is now in us; 
and what he sees and knows and does, 
we all have by marriage rights.  The 
entire Body, the Church, now lives in 
Heaven with the Father: “Your life is 
hidden with Christ in God.” 
(Colossians 3:3) Only in this way can 
mortal man experience the fullness of 
God as the eternal Son does. 

• Judah – “Praise!”  Every creature, 
every part of Creation, was made to 
bring some sort of glory to God – the 
way they were made, and what they 
do, reveal his attributes in some way.  
But that only touches the surface of 
God’s glory.  There remains a depth, 
an eternal infinity, to God that only 
the Son of God can know.  When 
Christ brings man the sinner into the 

Family of God, there unfolds an 
infinite revelation of the mercy and 
love and faithfulness of God that the 
universe has never seen before.  The 
praise of the saints – which even the 
angels long to hear – will consist of 
their testimony to the Triune God; it 
will be an eternal song of praise 
telling of wonders and majesty that 
nobody else can see or appreciate as 
they do. Through his own children the 
Father, through Christ, gets full praise 
for what he is and does.   

• Dan – “The LORD has vindicated 
me.”  The function of a judge is to 
review the facts and evidence and 
then issue an authoritative statement 
on what he thinks is the truth of a 
matter.  Everyone then proceeds 
according to his judgment.  And when 
the world looks at man the sinner, 
man the fallen reprobate, man the 
ignorant rebel, they would justly 
wonder if his claim to be created “in 
God’s image” is really true.  So when 
God comes to deliver his own son and 
lifts him up higher than the angels and 
purifies him to the extent that he now 
looks and acts like the Son of God, 
then man will be “vindicated” in his 
claim.  We really are “children of the 
Heavenly Father.”  

• Naphtali – “Wrestled and prevailed.”  
Bringing man into the presence of 
God isn’t going to happen without a 
struggle.  The flesh must be crucified; 
we must turn our backs on this world 
and look toward another world; we 
must leave family and friends for a 
new Family; our nature must change 
– violently if need be – from fleshly 
to spiritual.  We must reject this 
world’s kingdoms and wealth and 
wisdom, and open ourselves up to the 
resources of a spiritual world that 
flesh and blood can’t see or 



understand.  Being a child of God 
involves putting oneself to death, so 
that the new life that comes from the 
grave is a true, eternal resurrection 
that has nothing in common with the 
old.  The break must be complete – 
nothing less will meet the eternal 
requirements. “Flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 
nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable.” (1 Corinthians 15:50)  
So, only “the one who endures to the 
end will be saved.” (Matthew 10:22) 

• Gad – “What good fortune!”  The 
inheritance of God’s children is 
“more than we can possibly imagine” 
– “pressed down, shaken together and 
running over.”  (Luke 6:38)  It’s the 
fullness of God, the Heavenly 
treasure that provides richness and 
abundance and eternal security.  It 
never ends, it satisfies completely, it’s 
free and unconditional and for the 
asking.  And it’s not just how much 
God has done for man, it’s the nature 
of the thing: not satisfied with giving 
man more of this world, he instead 
gives man his wisdom, his power, his 
authority, a position at his right hand 
at the Throne of Heaven.  Man now 
lives the life of the Son of God.  
There are things that we can 
experience and do now that would not 
have been possible otherwise.  We did 
nothing to earn this, nor could we 
have done anything (being physical as 
well as sinners), nor would we have 
expected it; it was all an unexpected 
and unmerited gift from God to man.  

• Asher – “Blessed.”  Creation taught 
us that being blessed means being 
fruitful.  The children of God are like 
fertile ground now for the resources 
of Heaven.  God plants his Seed of 
Life within them, so that “all that they 
do will prosper” and bear fruit – to 

the glory of God and for the benefit of 
those around them.  There are many 
ways this will happen: the Word bears 
fruit in their hearts and minds; they 
change into Christ’s image as his 
Spirit works within them; they draw 
together as Family and do things for 
each other that benefits everyone 
spiritually (the Gifts of the Spirit – 
see Galatians 5:22-23); and they 
change into the image of the Son 
because of Christ’s life within them, 
growing his Kingdom and maturing 
them all into the full image of the Son 
of God (Ephesians 4:11-16).  This 
growth, this fruitfulness happens in 
spite of the terrible conditions of this 
world surrounding us, and is proof of 
a vital connection between God and 
man.  

• Issachar – “Bought with a price.”  By 
Law all sinners have been condemned 
to die.  We little appreciate how 
unyielding that sentence of death was 
at the beginning of history.  Just 
because we ignore the sentence and 
take our sin lightly, that doesn’t mean 
God has changed his mind in the least 
about what to do with sinners.  So 
when Jesus paid the price required by 
the Law and freed God’s people from 
the sentence of death, that was an 
enormous cloud of doom lifted from 
our heads.  Now we can breathe 
freely again – now we have hope for 
the future.  It wasn’t due to what we 
did, but what Jesus did for us; we will 
forever be known as the ones “bought 
with a price.”  The price has been 
paid and never again will it be 
required of us.  We belong to him 
now; nobody else can touch us. 

• Zebulun – “My husband will honor 
me.”  In light of our sordid history of 
sin and rebellion, it would be natural 
to assume that God would treat us 



condescendingly (if not with 
contempt) when we arrive before his 
Throne.  But instead we are surprised 
at our welcome there.  It’s a 
Cinderella story: from rags to riches, 
from death to life, from ignominy to 
glory, simply because we now have 
the King for a Husband.  He sets us at 
his right hand on the Throne; he 
delights in us with all of his heart.   
“He will rejoice over you with 
gladness; he will quiet you by his 
love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing.” (Zephaniah 43:17)  He will 
delight to show us off to the rest of 
Creation as his Beloved; it will be his 
eternal delight to please us and bless 
us with his Inheritance.  

• Joseph – “May the LORD add to our 
number.”  God is growing a Family 
that will live with him forever.  But 
since “flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the Kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable,”  
a miraculous birth is needed: we are 
“born according to the Spirit” 
(Galatians 4:29), and that opens the 
door to Heaven. When someone is 
truly changed, and brought from 
darkness to light, from death to life, 
and they see God – that can only 
happen by the hand of God doing the 
impossible.  When this happens they 
are enabled (by the Spirit in them) to 
be spiritual sons and daughters in 
ways that they couldn’t even dream of 
doing on their own.  “… Children of 
God, who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will 
of man, but of God.” (John 1:12-13)  
The Family grows by God’s will, not 
by man’s will.  Gradually each 
spiritual birth adds to the number of 
those “destined to eternal life” until 
the whole Family, the entire Body, is 
complete.  

• Benjamin – “Son of my right hand.”  
God is the King of kings and Lord of 
lords.  Although we moderns don’t 
really appreciate the power and 
authority of a king, it is nevertheless a 
reality that has defined all of history.  
God has absolute power, founded on 
his infinite wisdom.  And since God’s 
Son shares his Father’s life, his 
rightful place is at God’s right hand – 
ruling beside him, carrying out his 
Kingdom work, sharing in the 
judgment of the nations, doing all 
things to build God’s Kingdom on 
earth as it is in Heaven.  Since all of 
God’s children are one with the 
Eternal Son, they too sit at God’s 
right hand and share in the work of 
his Kingdom.  They know his mind, 
they wield his power, and they share 
in his glory.  They will rule with their 
Father.  

These twelve names will define the 
rest of Israel’s history. They are 
extraordinary, spiritual characteristics 
that Israel alone enjoyed among all the 
nations on earth.  Only the heirs of 
Abraham would experience this Heaven-
based life on earth.  

The reason the names were so crucial 
to Israel’s faith is that they describe the 
Eternal Son – Jesus Christ – it’s his 
character, and his unique relationship to 
the Father, that they describe.  So when 
Israel laid claim to the name Firstborn 
son (see Exodus 4:22-23), then – since 
there is only one Firstborn Son in God’s 
Kingdom – they too must “look like 
Jesus” and be cast into his image to be 
acceptable to God.  God saw his own 
Son in Israel.  That eternal standard of 
the Son is stamped into the character of 
all who come into the presence of the 
Father as his children.   



Therefore the names also describe 
the destiny of every Christian.  We too 
are one with the Firstborn Son and we 
also must bear his image to be called a 
child of God.  We also bear these names, 
and they set us apart from the children of 
the world – we are not like them.  We 
too live the life of the Firstborn Son, 
through his Spirit in us, doing things in 
us that are impossible in the world’s 
eyes.  In a very real sense, we therefore 
are also part of Jacob’s Family.4  

 

The Father cares for his son 
(30:25-43) 

Jacob received nothing but trouble 
and alienation from his family; and the 
situation he was in under Laban’s 
oppression was going to get him 
nowhere in life.   

But since this runs directly contrary 
to the Covenant promises, we shouldn’t 
be surprised to see God step in and turn 
the situation around in a totally opposite 
direction.  Naturally speaking, Jacob had 
no future and no hope.  But the Father is 
going to take care of his Heir.  “Behold, 
I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go, and will bring you 
back to this land. For I will not leave you 
until I have done what I have promised 
you.” (Genesis 28:15).   

Again, it’s not Jacob who would turn 
the tables on Laban, but God himself.  
Jacob didn’t have to do a thing.  But the 
work would involve miracles, and what 
God wanted from Jacob at this point was 
complete faith in the God of the 

                                                
4  Which means that the 144,000 (12,000 in each 
of the Twelve Tribes) mentioned in Revelation 7 
and 14, which generally is taken to mean only 
Jewish believers, could very well be referring to 
all believers, Gentiles as well as Jews.  

Covenant.  So, since faith starts with the 
Word of God, the LORD told Jacob 
exactly what he was going to do.  In a 
dream (chapter 31) he showed Jacob that 
the flocks of Laban would inexplicably 
produce speckled and spotted offspring 
as they watered in front of peeled 
almond sticks.  And when Jacob asked 
his uncle for only those animals, Laban 
agreed, thinking that his nephew had 
made a fool’s bargain.   

But Jacob was entering his third 
phase of training as God’s Firstborn son, 
heir of the Covenant.  He learned critical 
things about what it means to be an heir 
of God.  
• God will be the Family that Laban 

was not.  “Though my father and 
mother forsake me, the LORD will 
receive me.” (Psalm 27:10)  God is 
the only Father who gives freely, 
who pours out his fullness in love 
and faithfulness to his children so 
that they might be blessed without 
limit.  There is no dark side to God’s 
gifts.  In this world they will have 
trouble; but in God’s world, there 
will be eternal, infinite blessing.  

Behold, the dwelling place of 
God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God. He will 
wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, 
nor crying, nor pain anymore, for 
the former things have passed 
away. (Revelation 21:3-4) 

Jacob’s descendants would learn the 
fuller reality of the promise given to 
their ancestor.  Immediately after 
their deliverance from Egypt, they 
were brought into the House of God, 
into the presence of God, as his 



Firstborn son, and he took care of 
them as his very own children.  
Under God’s care they learned about 
a love and faithfulness beyond 
understanding.  “It is the LORD who 
goes before you. He will be with 
you; he will not leave you or forsake 
you. Do not fear or be dismayed.” 
(Deuteronomy 31:8)  The whole 
world may not care about us; but to 
God, his children are precious to 
him, and he’s committed to caring 
for them in all ways.  “He will never 
leave you or forsake you.” 
(Deuteronomy 31:6) 

• Our hardship itself will become the 
blessing.  Jacob’s terms to his uncle 
Laban were simple: all he wanted 
was the impossible.  And like a rose 
growing in the desert, he grew in 
wealth as God worked a miracle, 
turning a curse and limitation into 
the very thing that would set up 
Jacob and his family for the rest of 
their lives.  Here is the Creator God 
at work making something out of 
nothing.  
Paul understood this upside-down 

principle as well.  
In any and every circumstance, I 

have learned the secret of facing 
plenty and hunger, abundance 
and need. I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me. 
(Philippians 4:12-13) 

Our Father won’t necessarily give 
us physical blessings whenever we 
think we need them; but he will give 
us the treasures of Heaven, in 
abundance, more than we ask or 
imagine, which are often hidden 
within the worst circumstances.  

Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly of my weaknesses, 

so that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. For the sake of 
Christ, then, I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For 
when I am weak, then I am 
strong. (2 Corinthians 12:9-10) 

That’s what makes our walk with 
the LORD a life of faith: since we 
won’t get what we need from the 
world, the Father himself steps in 
and does the impossible for us.  And 
we’re ready for that – we know 
that’s the way our lives must be from 
now on; and we live like everything 
that God promised us is true, as 
strange as it may appear to others.  
This obedience and faith on our part 
is what brings God the most glory.  

• The LORD will take from the wicked 
and give to the righteous. It is not 
just that the wicked should win in 
the end.  They usually start out on 
top (because they play by unfair 
rules) but God always brings them 
down.   

Fret not yourself because of 
evildoers, and be not envious of 
the wicked, for the evil man has 
no future; the lamp of the wicked 
will be put out. (Proverbs 24:19-
20) 

Laban’s flocks got gradually 
smaller, his profits shrank, and his 
own sons panicked at the possibility 
of losing all their inheritance – while 
Jacob got richer at their expense.  
And yet there was nothing that Jacob 
was doing that they could point to, to 
explain why this was occurring!  
In this world, the wrong people are 

in charge.  They think they have the 
right to power and gain which they 
plunder from those around them.  



But they forget that they live in 
God’s Creation, and they have failed 
their Maker and now their lives are 
forfeit – it’s just a matter of time 
until they are brought down.  And 
God has already made arrangements 
that his own children will rule at his 
right hand over “the new Heavens 
and the new Earth” – forever.  The 
wicked will lose everything, and 
believers will acquire it all.  
In the end, Jacob walked away with 

just about everything and left Laban 
financially crippled.  And, as we 
shall see, he became the new head of 
the Family, taking away that legal 
right from Laban.  The Firstborn son 
will not bow down to anybody in this 
world. The entire inheritance is his 
alone; God will see to it himself.  

_____________________ 
Jacob saw these things and that’s 

what gave him confidence to deal with 
Laban as he did.  In other words he acted 
in faith in what God told him, 
impossible though it sounded.  And God 
rewarded his faith.  
The Point: Jacob learned three things 
about living as the Firstborn son in this 
world.  First, this world is no friend to 
God, and it certainly will fight against 
God’s purposes every chance it gets – 
usually by fighting against God’s 
people.  So for us there’s no hope in this 
world, only suffering and oppression and 

failure.  We can hope for nothing at the 
hands of the wicked.  

Second, the means that God uses to 
bless his children, on the other hand, are 
not the ways of the world.  He will use 
miracles, he will frustrate the plans of 
the wicked, he will “make nations rise 
and fall,” he will wield his iron scepter 
over the nations and force them to 
submit to his will – usually without them 
knowing a thing about what’s going on.  
In the end, no weapon forged against his 
children will succeed.  Under God’s 
care, the rose will bloom in the desert.  
His people thrive even in harsh 
circumstances because they are in touch 
with the Author of Life, and the boat that 
they’re in can’t sink even in the worst of 
storms.  “We know that for those who 
love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according 
to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 

Third, the wicked will most certainly 
lose in the end, and the righteous will 
prosper at the hands of their Father.  It 
will take time, but nothing less will 
glorify God.  

Finally, those who are characterized 
by the twelve names of the Tribes of 
Israel can expect the same inheritance 
given to their forefather Jacob – they 
prove by this that they are members of 
his Family.  The privileges of the 
Firstborn belong rightfully to them 
alone. 
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